LTSU Election Complaints & Appeals Procedure 2026

Returning Officer & Deputy Returning Officer
The responsibility for assessing complaints and delivering sanctions lies solely with the Deputy Returning Officer (DRO) and Returning Officer (RO), or their chosen nominee. The appeals process is conducted separately by the Union.

Procedure
The following procedure outlines the complaints and appeals procedure. 
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Rules
The following rules apply to the submission of complaints in relation to all LTSU elections. 
1. Complaints can only be submitted by current Leeds Trinity Student Union members.
2. All complaints must be submitted via the Elections Complaints Form, set out the grounds for complaint, and include the name of the accused, including any affiliations. 
3. Complaints relating to the election, with the exception of the count, must be made no later than the close of voting.
4. The Returning Officer may decide to delay the announcement of results pending the election results of investigations due to complaints. 
5. Complaints in relation to the count, which is conducted electronically, must be submitted within 24 hours of the announcement of the results.
6. Appeals to a ruling must be submitted within 24 hours of the receipt of the ruling. An appeal can only be launched if the appellant believes there was unfair judgement, new evidence has come to light or the ruling was too harsh. 
Sanctions
The Deputy Returning Officer (DRO) and Returning Officer (RO) have the following sanctions available to them. 

• Warning a candidate of their future conduct, this could be verbal or written. 
• Taking steps to level the playing field to right an election regulation breach.
 • Fine a candidate through either reducing the amount of money they may spend, or by confiscating printed publicity material. 
• Prohibiting a candidate and their campaigners from campaigning for a period of time (up to 24 hours), depending on the severity of the infraction. 
• Banning a campaigner from the rest of the campaign (where the campaigner is not the candidate).

In circumstances deemed necessary, the following further actions are available to the Returning Officer (RO). 
•Suspending a candidate from the election pending an investigation.
•Suspending the election process pending an investigation.
 •Disqualifying a candidate permanently from the election.
•Re-running an election or annulling a vote. 
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